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the affection. It is to be borne in mind that chorea is a 
cyclical affection, having a period of ascension, a station¬ 
ary period, and a period of decline. Discriminations 
between the paralytic and the active forms are also to be 
made. 

The salicylate of soda, which may be regarded as a 
specific in acute articular rheumatism, is valueless in 
rheumatism of the cord and its membranes, producing 
chorea. Antipyrin, in cases that are mild or of medium 
severity is more efficacious, and is to be given in daily 
quantities of four grammes. In grave cases, antipyrin is 
found wanting; powerful hypnotics are indicated to 
prolong sleep and to prevent the patient from giving 
himself up to the disordered movements. In these cases, 
chloral from 3 to 5 grammes in twenty-four hours is 
called for. In the milder cases, exalgine o 1 grammes 
from four to seven times daily has also been of use. 

In addition to internal treatment, external medication 
is to be employed. Hydrotherapy is especially applica¬ 
ble to hysterical chorea. It is contraindicated in rheu¬ 
matic chorea with endocarditis. 

Massage and gymnastics are beneficial in the paralytic 
forms, and during the period of decline. 

In hysterical chorea, bromide of potassium and hydro¬ 
therapy are the indications. Of the bromide, from 2 to 
4 grammes are given daily. 

Arsenic plays an inferior part in the treatment of 
chorea. The author employs it for its tonic effect, and 
to counteract the bromide acne. The general depression 
produced by the prolonged treatment with the brom¬ 
ides, may be counter-balanced by the cold douche along 
the spine. The ether spray has been employed as a 
succedaneum for the douche. In very severe cases, the 
cold pack followed by a warm blanket may be resorted 
to. 

In the paralytic form the bromides are not to be used. 
The wet pack appears to be the best remedy. P. M. 

Somatose, the JVew Restorative.—Attention has 
recently been directed in medical and pharmaceutical 
journals to somatose, a new reconstructive agent, and, 
according to the reports which have appeared, this prep¬ 
aration is especially suitable for weakly children and 
persons of reduced nutrition. 

Somatose is an odorless powder, prepared from meat 
and readily soluble in water. The solution has a slight, 
not disagreeable taste, which is best covered by addition 
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of milk or cocoa. Somatose contains the albuminous 
principles of meat in a soluble form, as well as its nutri¬ 
ent salts, but is almost completely free from peptone. 
Its preparation is based upon the following considera¬ 
tions. 

The investigations of the last few years have shown 
that peptone, which is present in all meat-preparations, 
beef-extracts and peptonoids, possess but slight nutritive 
value, and therefore is able to accomplish but little in 
cases where it is desired to raise the condition of nutri¬ 
tion of the patient and produce a gain in flesh. Another 
disadvantage of preparations with a high percentage of 
peptone is, that in the course of time, they disturb the 
taste and even excite repugnance, that they irritate the 
intestinal tract, and that diarrhoea not infrequently en¬ 
sues after their use. The meat-preparations and pepto¬ 
noids in the market, consist chiefly of peptones, and 
contain but a slight amount of other albuminous sub¬ 
stances, and this explains why meat-extracts and the 
solutions prepared from them are valueless for the pur¬ 
pose of nutrition, as has been generally stated by 
authorities. The latter are the substances which alone 
possess nutritive value, and should be preserved as com¬ 
pletely as possible in meat-extracts, instead of being 
eliminated from them, as is done in Liebig’s extract of 
beef. These readily soluble proteids, the albumoses, 
have the advantage of being tasteless, and when intro¬ 
duced into the<system are rapidly absorbed and taken 
up in the fluids of the body, while by reason of their 
ready absorption, they at once contribute to nutrition. 

These facts have long been known, but the attempts 
to separate the albumoses from the peptones, which are 
formed in the process of manufacturing albuminous 
products, were always unsuccessful, so that hitherto, a 
preparation consisting exclusively of albumoses could 
not be obtained in the market. It is but recently that 
the Farbenfabriken vorm. Friedr. Bayer & Co., of Elber- 
feld, have succeeded in preparing the albumoses in a 
pure state from meat; and they have, therefore, created 
a product, which in this particular, is unexcelled, and 
possesses the highest nutritive value of all the meat 
preparations in the market, whether meat-extracts or 
peptonoids. This product has the additional advantage 
of being soluble in all ordinary fluids, so that it can be 
administered in milk, cocoa, gruel, bouillon, etc., and as 
it is practically tasteless, without the patient’s knowl¬ 
edge. 


